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Editor ôs Messag e  

On October 14th, an Annular Eclipse occurred visible from New Hampshire.  Many members participated 
and shared dozens of photos.  Most were posted on Slack and on the NHAS chat list.  I will include some 
of them here as well.   

 

This is my favorite time of year for Astronomy as it gets darker earlier, the bugs are gone, and itΩs cool 
outside.  A great time for visual and astro imaging.   

 

Solar Eclipse Reports  

From Rob Mack: Hi all! Took this one at 12:52 PM from St. Gaudens in Cornish NH.  It was partly sunny 
with some decent sucker holes for the first half of the eclipse.  Cloudy for the last half. 

 

Handheld camera and 500mm telephoto with a Thousand Oaks filter. 
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From R.P. Hale: It started out well enough, but the incoming clouds of Tláloc accomplished what 
¢ŢŎŎǹƘŎƛȊǘŞŎŀǘƭ ǘƘŜ aƻƻƴ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘΥ ƘƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ¢ǁƴłǘƛǳƘ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴΦ  I had to give it up near the 
halfway phase, too.  And, I had to rediscover the fact that H-a scopes don't like haze or any kind of thin 
clouds.  Several of us here got to see it.  I also noticed that first contact and beyond was hiding a 
magnificent prominence.  The second image was also the final one, taken at 1:31pm. 

 

 
Image cropped by editor 
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From John Blackwell: The first half was quite good, as the clouds managed to stay mostly out of the 
way. Past that, things got rather rough, and we ended without seeing the finish... ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ok. Got some 
nice images. Had a slew of visitors, easily over 50, and lost count.  

 

Here's first contact and some place nearer to mid eclipse. 
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From Tom Cocchiaro: Hi All, had a small window here in Portsmouth to capture some iPhone video and 
ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ǎǘƛƭƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŀƭ ǎƻƭŀǊ ŜŎƭƛǇǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǾƛŘŜƻ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ hǇǘƛŎǎ тнƳƳ 
refractor telescope and Thousand Oaks solar filter. The video shows the eclipse in progress with a thin 
curtain of clouds scooting by. What look like spots (on the sun) are -in fact- sunspots. Unfortunately, we 
in NH only got a small bite of the eclipse pie. You can check out the video at the NHAS Facebook page. 
Link is below.  

https://fb.watch/nGUOK0CzXq/ 

 

 

 
 
 

From Deb Slocam: I used a low-res ǇƘƻǘƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ōƭƻōΦ IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǎƛȊŜΦ 
The crescent is obvious.  

https://fb.watch/nGUOK0CzXq/
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Image cropped by Editor.  The sun is in the center a tad above the orange 
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From Bob Gillette: This is what the eclipse looked like about 500 miles west of the centerline, in Santa 
Cruz CA, holding one lens of eclipse glasses over an iPhone camera lens. Coverage reached about 70% of 
the Sun, but of course clouds blotted that out. 

 

 
Image cropped by Editor 
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Public Skywatch  summary  

Latest tally from our events.  As a reminder, if you have data for a 2023 skywatch not shown, please 
send to me so that I can add to the list.  Please email me if I missed some entries.  I will update for the 
publication.  All charts are sorted alphabetically.  
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YFOS Renovation s 

Folks: 

Once again Dave Roy threaded the needle on a day with a rain forecast, and got us a day of no rain (OK, 
there were a few sprinkles around 5:00) on Saturday 9/23 to complete the handicap ramp to the 
warming hut at YFOS. 

 

Dave Roy, Tim Printy, Shail Srinivas and Phil Babcock were there on Saturday to finish this 3-day project. 

 

For this project Dave Roy once again went way above and beyond in acquiring all the materials needed 
for this ramp (many of them donated for free), creating a design for a code-compliant handicap ramp, 
bringing the supplies and tools to YFOS, and leading a team of amateurs to replace the failing stoop on 
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the warming hut with a new ramp that should last many decades.  We all owe him a debt of gratitude 
for all that he has done for the club, especially all the construction projects done at our observing 
facility, YFOS. 

 

As always, it was a fun day working with such pleasant people, and knowing we were contributing to the 
usefulness of our observatory. 

 

As shown in the enclosed pictures, the warming hut and its new ramp are open for business.  Now the 
access is a gentle ramp, which will be much easier to navigate in the dark than the steps we used to 
have. 

 

The railings need another coat of paint to completely finish the project.  If you are interested in spending 
ƘŀƭŦ ŀ Řŀȅ ŀǘ ¸Ch{ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎΣ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ see if we can pick a weekend day to have a painting 
party. 

 

EditorΩs note:  Unless specified, all photos provided by Phil Babcock 
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